German Social Democracy
of the majority. What influenced the minority was their
desire to safeguard the unity of the party, and the same
motive induced Hugo Haase to yield to the strong repre-
sentations of his own partisans, and in his capacity as
chairman, himself read the party declaration justifying
a vote of which he did not himself approve.(i4)
This declaration announced to the world that the war,
which German Social Democracy "in close accord with
its French brethren" had opposed "with all its strengths"
was the consequence of the imperialist policy of the
Governments; it invoked the argument of defensive war
and the threat of the "horrors of hostile invasion,"
especially the threat to the eastern frontier which ex-
posed Germany's inheritance to the danger of Russian
barbarism and reaction. "For our people and our future
liberty the victory of Russian despotism, stained with
the blood of the best elements among its own people,
would mean the loss of much, if not everything. It is
a question of warding off this danger, and safeguarding
the kultur and the independence of our own country ."(i 5)
Thus relying upon the fact that it could not be held
responsible for a capitalist crime, German Social Democ-
racy fulfilled the duty (which in justice we must remem-
ber it had persistently proclaimed for years past) of
defending the German Fatherland from what it was told
was aggression by tyrannous, Cossack-ridden Russia.
Nothing now remained of its first violent criticism of
the mad policy of the Imperial Governments, or of its
protests against Austria's abuse of force towards Serbia
and her provocation of Russia.
The German Socialists voted the war credits on
August 4th, even after hearing Chancellor Bethmann-
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